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There is a Chinese legend which tells of the origin of Silk. In the 27th century BC, a 

silkworm’s cocoon fell into the teacup of the empress Leizu, the young wife of the Yellow 

Emperor. As she lifted out the cocoon it began to unravel in one very long continuous 

thread, and she was enthralled by the softness and beauty of it. She found that by 

wrapping several threads together, she could make a strong thread that could be 

woven. The Empress is credited with inventing the first loom and starting the production 

of silk. It is said that silk was more prized than gold or Jade and fortunes were made 

along the silk road.  

Whatever the truth of how silk really came 

into our lives, it has certainly added some 

beauty to it.  When we met Ellita Fell  

(www.mouseline.co.uk) at our last 

meeting, we were treated to a gorgeous 

array of hand painted silk. Ellita explained 

how she was able to create such beautiful 

designs by using stencils and wax and by 

adding colour. She makes original and 

bespoke designs, that are amazing. The 

talk was entertaining as well as educational 

and was enjoyed by all. 

We often have guest speakers, who talk about their experiences with all things creative. 

They show us how they became obsessed with their craft and give us an insight into a 

world we can only wonder at and sometimes wish to emulate. What starts off as an 

interest can become a hobby and sometimes a fulltime career. Most, if not all of the  

members in our guild started off in a small way, gaining in confidence as experience 

took us further into our chosen craft, and along with the help and support of fellow 

members we reach our goals in the end. 

If you would like to join us and be a part of our stitching adventure come along to a 

meeting where you will receive a warm welcome, a cup of tea and slice of home-made 

cake. 

Please see our meetings page for more information. 

Happy Stitching 

Antoinette 
(all links and photographs used with permission) 
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